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Mr Chairman

Dear Colleagues

My name is Stelios Stylianou, I am the Vice President of the Non-Smokers League of the Cyprus Anti-Cancer Society and I like to say a few things about us.
The Non-Smokers League of the Cyprus Anti-Cancer Society was founded in 1987, aiming to help prevent cigarette smoking, which is the main cause of many serious health effects and premature deaths.  After years of efforts, the total number of smokers in the country has decreased.
Our studies showed that a big percentage of smokers wish and try to quit.  In order to help them, since 2006 we introduced a Telephone Quitline service on the line and in cooperation of ENQ.  This service works on two telephone lines.  One giving information and advice through pretaped messages, throughout the day and one other giving the opportunity to smokers to communicate with specialist advisors through the telephone line, discuss their problems and take expert’s advice.  This line works in the afternoon of working days and has the cooperation of the Telecommunications Authority and the Ministry of Health.

The results of these services were rather poor due to financial difficulties.  There has been very limited projection and presentation of the service to the public.

In order to promote and help the Quitline service, lately the Association of the Life Insurance Companies financed a campaign with very satisfactory results.

As of January 1st 2010 Cyprus Parliament has passed a Law that prohibits smoking indoors in all Public places  (e.g. Clubs and working places).  Smoking is allowed only outdoors.
So far it seems that, most of the people are happy with and respect the Law,  but there are negative reactions from the Club owners claiming financial damage due to the decrease of guests (cigarette smokers).

Thank you very much.
